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GRAND KNIGHT’S  

MESSAGE 
November is upon us, and we are preparing to cele-

brate Thanksgiving with the traditional customs of 

good food, good company, and all the trappings that 

accompany it. These last few weeks on the calendar 

mark the grand finale of the year’s occasions when 

family and friends come together to strengthen bonds 

of Unity and Fraternity. Thanksgiving gives us an op-

portunity to pause and give thanks for everything 

that has enriched us throughout our lives.  

Thanksgiving also provides us an opportunity to act 

on behalf of those who need our help. Our annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner service is underway. Monetary 

donations are needed to purchase turkeys and sup-

plies to provide thousands of meals to those less for-

tunate. Scouts will be canvassing neighborhoods on 

November 6th during their annual ‘Scouting for Food’ 

drive. Look out for the announcements coming to 

your doors. Both Charitable events are a terrific op-

portunity to give thanks by giving back. Please do 

what you can. 

All Saints and All Souls are celebrated this month and 

we honor our Holy Saints and the memory of dearly 

departed. Our annual Memorial Mass will take place 

on Friday, November 19th, at 6:00pm and all are wel-

come and encouraged to attend. We give thanks to 

our many Veterans on Veterans Day and the rights 

they guaranteed for us through their selfless service, 

such as our right to exercise our will at the ballot box. 

Don’t forget to vote on or before November 2nd! 

I would like to thank WPGK Steve McTeague for 

agreeing to serve as the Faith Committee Chair, WT 

Andrew Rudolphi and his Member Engagement 

Committee team for delivering a great Cigar & Whis-

key Social, and all the Council Officers for their tre-

mendous effort and support this fraternal year. I 

would also like to thank 

those Brother Knights who 

regularly attend our busi-

ness meetings on the 1st and 

3rd Thursdays of the month. 

Without your participation 

and collective wisdom, the 

work of this Council would 

be much more challenging 

to carry out. For those 

whom attending in person is not possible, a Zoom 

option will be available from this point forward. 

Please watch your email for meeting invitations. 

Lastly, I would like to thank each and every one of 

you for your recruiting and supporting new members 

to our Council. During the first quarter of this frater-

nal year, Arlington Council #2473 won the ‘Points Per 

Member’ (PPM) incentive competition. This incentive 

program will continue throughout the fraternal year 

so please keep up the good work. Talk to your Catho-

lic friends about the good works of this Council, the 

strength of our Faith, and the Fraternity of our Order. 

We need more hands to carry out our work for our 

families, parishes, and community.  

Finally, let us please keep those sick and in distress in 

our prayers, especially our Worthy Chaplain Father 

Joe Giordano. Father Joe has done so much for us 

over the years, lets be there for him with our 

thoughts, prayers, and support.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Thank you and God bless, 

Scott Wanek, GK 
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COUNCIL OFFICERS  2020-2021 

Grand Knight: Scott Wanek  571-488-5826 

Chaplain:  Fr Joseph Giordano, CICM 571-982-5902 

Dep Grand Knight:  Charles Feghali 703-967-5304 

Chancellor:  Mark Joyce  703-946-6013 

Fin Secretary:  Bill Wester  571-276-1410 

Treasurer:  Andrew Rudolphi 609-364-3139 

Recorder:  Bryant Gilbertson 703-966-8862  

Advocate:  Joe McClanahan  703-861-8335 

Warden:  Dave Suchyta   586-305-0698  

Inside Guard:  Nick Beirne  202-531-8808 

Outside Guard:  Paul Kozich 703-505-5905 

Trustees: Steve McTeague, PGK 703-969-1570 

 John Rovinski, Jr, PGK 703-536-6356 x 320 

 Jim Saenz, PGK 703-636-0075 

Fraternal Benefits Advisors 

Robert J Canter, Jr, CSA, FICF, LUTCF 301-952-0180 

Daniel G Garrrigan, FIC  571-575-1207 

 

Council Office   703-536-9656 x 320 

Council Home Mansion  703-536-9656 x 314 

   In case of illness or death of a member 

   Please call the Council Office 703-536-6356 x 320 

 

Committee Chairmen 

Church Activities:  Art Gamotis PGK 703-448-0332 

Community Acts:  John Carmany 703-876-4654 

Communications: Bill Wester 571-276-1410 

Council Activities:  Art Gamotis PGK 703-448-0332 

Faith and Parish: Mark Joyce 703-946-6013 

Fraternal Activities:  Joe Baker PGK 808-333-9689 

Youth Activities:  Steve Willenbucher 571-438-1517 

500 Club:  Council Office  703-536-9656 x 320 

Advertising:  Rick Vranesh PGK 571-214-9775 

Blood Drive:  Len Sese  703-641-4843 

Charity:  vacant 

KCIC:  Jim Holland PGK  703-533-1550 

Knight Life Editor: Anthony Demangone 571.332.2512 

KOVAR:  Art Gamotis PGK  703-448-0332 

Ladies U-Knighted: Jo Balsamo Wood 703-263-1185 

Membership:  Greg Strizek  703-346-4387 

Organ Donors:  Jerry Garren PGK 202-498-1638 

Retention:  Jim Holland PGK 703-533-1550 

Waiters:  Bob Muschamp  703-237-8475 

 

 

Columbus Club of Arlington 2021  Board Officers 

Grand Knight:  Scott Wanek  571-488-5826 

Dep Grand Knight:  Charles Feghali 703-967-5304 

President:  Greg Strizek  703-346-4387 

Vice President Bob Dannemiller FDD PGK703-685-3795 

Secretary:  Steve Willenbucher 571-438-1517 

Treasurer:  Charlie Boone  703-843-4248 

Asst Treasurer:  Anthony Demangone 571-332-2512 

 

Board of Directors 

Bryant Porter     202-213-8650 

Brett Smith   703-536-6356 x 320 

John Rovinski, PGK  703-489-3112 

Al Garesche   703-967-5304 

Jerry Garren PGK  202-498-1638 

 

 

 

Club Staff 

Acting General Manager: Nick Beirne 703-536-9656 x 310 

 operations@columbusclubevents.com 

Events Mgr:  Rene Padilla  703-536-9656 x 311 

 eventsales@columbusclubevents.com 

Summer Camp Director:  Ellie Ellison 703-536-9656 x 324 

Pool Phone in Season:  703-536-9656 x 313 

 

  

Columbus Club Update 

For the past 35 years the Arlington council of the Knights of Colum-

bus has supplied Thanksgiving meals to the needy.  
 

In the past we have asked for volunteers and cooked turkey donations 

to fulfill our mission in doing so.  

 

Due to new health standards at this time we can no longer accept 

cooked donations and severely limit our volunteers due to the pan-

demic.  

 

This year the need for your kindness is 

needed more than ever. We can no 

longer bus the needy to our main hall 

for a sit-down dinner but will continue 

to deliver meals to shelters and needy 

people. Knights of Columbus this year 

will be purchasing and cooking all the 

food in house to limit exposure to the 

virus. We will also be keeping the kitch-

en count low and following all county 

health guidelines.  

 

How can you help? 

 

1. We still need delivery volunteers for contactless drop off. 

2. We are kindly seeking monetary donations that can be placed on 

our council website or dropped off in the front office. The link for 

donations is below:  

 

https://www.sagepayments.net/eftcart/forms/donate.asp?

M_id=221841925176 

 

If you would like to volunteer to deliver or have any questions you 

can contact: 

 

Myles McMorrow 

myles.mcmorrow@gmail.com 

 

Kate Gilchrist 

kates9er@gmail.com 

Important Info About 2021 

Thanksgiving Plans 

The Knights Thanksgiving in 2019. 

https://www.sagepayments.net/eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=221841925176
https://www.sagepayments.net/eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=221841925176
mailto:myles.mcmorrow@gmail.com
mailto:kates9er@gmail.com
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On the evening of October 16, Brother 

Knights, friends, and family gathered 

on the rain-dampened picnic grounds 

of the Columbus Club for the first-ever 

Arlington Council 2473 Whiskey Tast-

ing & Cigar Social.  

 

Before the event, volunteers from the 

Member Engagement Committee, the 

unstoppable Marijo Galvin, and my-

self did our best to dry off and resume 

setting up decorations for the gather-

ing. Despite the weather forecast, the 

Committee and I kept the event as 

scheduled, largely because our single-

day liquor license had been requested 

far in advance. Nevertheless, the rain 

showers seemed to let up just in time 

for attendees to start arriving in 

droves. 

 

Fire pits were soon lit as folks started 

getting settled and claiming their ta-

bles for the evening. To go with the 

series of outdoor fires against the brisk 

fall atmosphere, many began to fill up 

their first glass of Catoctin Creek Rye 

or torch up their premium cigars com-

pliments of BnB Tobacco. It was soon 

joined with the musical stylings of the 

famous Danny Barrett. 

 

The first-ever Whiskey Tasting & 

Cigar Social proved miraculous. 

Never would I have guessed that 

we would generate 120 registered 

guests, nor so many dedicated and 

generous corporate sponsors. The 

demonstration of unity and fraterni-

ty witnessed was something that 

many of us have needed since the 

pandemic. 
 

Thanks go to our corporate sponsors: 

• Thom Galvin at Galvin Pet Care – 

Sapphire Sponsor 

• Tom Hazzard with Natelli Homes 

– Sapphire Sponsor 

• Rob Ferguson with Ferguson Re-

Max Realty – Sapphire Sponsor 

• Jeff Spugnardi with Spugnardi 

Woodworking – Sapphire Sponsor 

AND donor of our fantastic silent 

auction items. 

• Pat Giannelli with Rockstar Realty 

– Diamond Sponsor 
 

Special thanks to: 

• Nick Bierne and Rene Padilla from 

the Columbus Club 

• Catoctin Creek and BnB Tobacco 

for their partnership in the event. 

• The Rudolphi family for donating 

the pairing foods for the whiskey 

tasting station. 

• Marijo Galvin for implementing 

the decorations and set-up of the 

event space 

• PGK Steve McTeague, BK Mike 

Schaeffer, BK Craig Montesano, 

and BK Joe Martiny for their ser-

vice on the Member Engagement 

Committee. 

 I am pleased to announce that the 

Whiskey Tasting & Cigar Social raised 

a total of $7,805.53 to be donated to St. 

Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. It 

should go without saying that I am 

extremely thankful for everyone who 

made this event a success and I am 

very proud of our Council.  

  

Vivat Jesus, 

Andrew Rudolphi, Council Treasurer 

Charity Through Cigars,  

Fraternity Through Whiskey 

This month, I would like to recognize the good work of our WDGK Charles 

Feghali. In addition to being a business owner and family man, Charles has done 

a terrific job as Deputy Grand Knight. Charles serves as the Council’s Program 

Director, putting him front and center on every effort we are involved in. This is a 

very busy position in which Charles always gives his best effort in his usual, 

cheerful way. He leads our monthly Officers & Chairperson’s meeting and is in-

strumental in keeping our Council’s affairs on track. Charles brings great credit to 

the Knights of Columbus and our Council through his effort. Please help me by 

congratulating WDGK Charles. Thank you, Charles! 

Knight of the Month 
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OBITUARIES 

We are unaware of  any brother 

Knights who have passed away in 

the past month. With that in mind, 

please say a prayer for all our 

brothers who have passed away 

through the years.   Please keep 

them and their families in your 

prayers.  

 

 

 

SICK AND IN  

OUR PRAYERS 

Please remember the following 

members and their families in your 

prayers. If you have time, give 

them a call or drop them a note.  

Also, please remember to pray for 

protection, healing, and guidance 

during the coronavirus pandemic.  

 For all our Brother Knights 

who are unable to travel to 

visit with family this holiday 

season.  

 For all of our elected leaders. 

 For our Parish Priests. 

 For police, firefighters, and 

healthcare workers. 

 Also, please pray for the Can-

onization of Father McGivney. 

 

 

 After a great success last year of being an unofficial hub for the Toy for 

Tots toy drive where we collected around 5,000 toys, this year the 

Knights of Columbus Council 2473 is now an official hub for Toy for 

Tots. 

On December 4th and 5th, 2021 Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be at the 

Knights of Columbus 12pm -7pm (5115 Little Falls Road Arlington, VA 

22207) welcoming everyone that drops off toys. Please bring UN-

WRAPPED toys for children ages 1 to 15. As you drive up you will be 

able to enjoy very nice decorated grounds. Please come out and help 

support all the kids in need. Many parents have lost jobs due to the on-

going pandemic, please support the children and families.  

If you have any questions please email:   

Myles McMorrrow 

myles.mcmorrow@gmail.com 

Kate McMorrow 

kates9er@gmail.com 

571-358-5728  

4 

Toys for Tots—Please Help! 

You may recall that our late Brother, 

John Pfundstein, was a huge support-

er for the Arlington Food Assistance 

Center, AFAC.  Multiple Coun-

cil Christmas parties saw collec-

tions for AFAC, led by John.  In his 

memory,  the Council has continued 

to donate to AFAC.  In 2020 

the Council donated over $1,300.00 

and 3,150 pounds of food to AFAC, 

and so far this year, 2021, the Council 

has donated 11,666 pounds of food to 

AFAC. 

AFAC Donation in  Memory of John Pfundstein 

John (left) and PGK Bob Dannemiller—

doing what they love to do most—help 

feed hungry people.  

mailto:myles.mcmorrow@gmail.com
mailto:kates9er@gmail.com
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ALL OF THE THINGS WE ARE THANKFUL FOR 
With Thanksgiving approaching, I like to take stock of all the things I’m thankful for.  

It ‘s easy to say family and friends, those are blessings; and we sometimes take them for granted…but how 

about the little things in life. It might be that smile you get from person who hands you your cup of coffee in 

the morning, it may be relishing the crisp air on an autumn day.  All little things to be thankful for. 

When I think about helping older neighbors I often wonder just how many members have taken advantage 

of help that they might need as they age. Some won’t be able to do the simple activities of daily living. 

They’ll need help, and with our mobile society may not have a relative nearby to help.  That’s where our 

Knights of Columbus Long Term Care Insurance plan might help. 

Many people don’t know how a long-term care insurance policy helps cover the costs of care when the poli-

cy holder has a chronic medical condition, a disability or a disorder such as Alzheimer’s disease. You can 

receive care in your home, a nursing home, an assisted living facility, or an adult day care center. 

LTC insurance helps protect all those assets you’ve worked so hard for over the years  They could all be 

wiped out with even a short stay in a nursing home. The website: https://longtermcare.acl.gov/costs-how-to-

pay/costs-of-care.html says that Home Health Care costs about $22/hour, Assisted Living Facilities about 

$4,245 per month and Nursing Home $85,000 per year.  More expensive areas of the country are more than 

that.  Without LTC insurance many families would face a serious financial crisis.   

Most people aren’t eager to talk about long term care; but it’s important to have a plan.  Many people want 

to wait until they are in their 60s or 70s before they start to consider long term care.  But at younger ages it’s 

more likely you can qualify…and the price is less expensive when you’re younger.   

Let’s talk and see how you can protect your assets. 

Robert J. Canter, Jr., FICF, LUTCF, CSA, LACP 301-952-0180 

Daniel G. Garrigan, FIC 703-494-0967  

Richard Schwartz 571-814-0156 

 

https://longtermcare.acl.gov/costs-how-to-pay/costs-of-care.html
https://longtermcare.acl.gov/costs-how-to-pay/costs-of-care.html
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At the beginning of December, Arlington Council will be emailing the Annual Dues Notice to members hav-

ing an email address on file and using USPS mail for the remaining members.  Brothers: Your dues payment 

keeps you in good standing with the Knights of Columbus; and your Columbus Club dues provides the money to sup-

port the Club, Council Home, and the magnificent grounds that surround it.  

 

All members who have paid their dues by January 5th (to allow processing time) are eligible to vote in the 

election of Columbus Club officers and other matters that may be presented at the Columbus Club Annu-

al Meeting (January 6, 2022). 

Dues for 2022 are shown in the table below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two easy ways to pay your dues:  

1. By check payable to: Arlington Council 2473    5115 Little Falls Rd    Arlington, VA 22207 

2. By credit card (no fee) on the our website (kofcedw2473.org/annual-dues-and charities) 

 

Brothers, we encourage you to strongly consider contributing to other council donation funds: 

•$3.65    Penny per Knight per Day (PKD) fund 

•$20.00    KOVAR – A Virginia Knights of Columbus Charity 

•$20.00    VKCCI – Virginia Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc 

•$20.00    Columbus Club Building Fund 

•$20.00    Supreme Disaster Relief Fund 

•$20.00    Council Charity Fund  

Information on 2022 Dues 

 

Once again we have the opportunity to participate in one of the many successful charita-

ble activities by the Council, the INOVA/Knights Blood Drive. 

SUNDAY, December 5, 2021 - 8:30am to 2:30pm 
Main Hall, Arlington Knights of Columbus 

5115 Little Falls Rd, Arlington 

Shortages of whole blood exist at hospitals throughout our metro area, and often delay required surgeries and emer-

gencies for patients, causing serious medical problems. Your donation could potentially save up to three lives.  

To schedule an appointment: 

1. Call 1-866-BLOODSAVES (1-866-256-6372) - use Sponsor Code 6216; or 

2. EMAIL/CALL:  Bob Muschamp with your preferred time to donate between 8:30am and 2:30pm.   
bobpatmuschamp@yahoo.com or 703-489-2856 

 COUNCIL DUES COLUMBUS CLUB TOTAL 

REGULAR $ 80.00 $ 79.00 $ 159.00 

HONORARY $ 35.00 $ 79.00 $ 114.00 

LIFE $ 0.00 $ 79.00 $ 79.00 

UNDER 26 $ 0.00 $ 50.00 $ 50.00 

Blood Drive: Sunday December 5 

https://www.kofcedw2473.org/annual-dues-and-charities
mailto:bobpatmuschamp@yahoo.com?subject=Blood%20Drive%20Appointment
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Arlington Council 2473  

5115 Little Falls Road      

Arlington, Virginia 22207-1899   
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Non-Profit Organization  
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PAID 

Merrifield, VA  
Permit # 1087 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE  

All Knights are automatically registered to receive 

the Knight Life by email.  Others may request to 

receive the Knight Life by email rather than by 

U.S. Mail. The cost savings allows us to donate 

more to charitable causes. Please type “bit.ly/

KnightLife” into a web browser to sign up.  


